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I. THE COUNTRY & 
THE POLITICAL CONTEXT



PERU: 

ωEconomic Growth (Nov. 2009): 4.2% 
of the GDP

ωMain Activities: Oil & Metal mining

ω54,1 % of the population live in 
poverty & 14,8%  in extreme poverty 

ωOne of the 8 most mega biodiverse 
countries in the world

ω65 millions hectares of tropical 
forests in the Amazon Basin

ω3.5 million inhabitants in the Amazon 
(13% of the country  population)- 1,509 
indigenous communities



ECONOMIC GROWTH  VS.  SOCIAL CONFLICTS: PERU 2006 - 2009



In December2009, the PeruvianOmbudsmanOffice reported 267
SocialConflicts,185(69%) were actives.

SOCIAL CONFLICTS, Sep. 2008 - Dec. 2009



TOWARDS A 
CRISIS OF 
GOVERNABILITY?

Conflicts 
Reported in 
December 2009



49%  SOCIO ENVIRONMENTAL 

CONFLICTS  (December 2009)



SOCIO ENVIRONMENTAL CONFLICTS ςDEC. 2009

Peruvian Ombudsman Office, 2010



2010:   Economic downturn / Devaluation of the US Dollar

El Comercio. January 16th, 2010



2010:

ÅPolemic surveys to 
disguise low presidential 
popularity.

ÅElection year.
ÅPolitical use of the 

Bagua  conflict by the 
media.

Å Increased public 
expenditure on 
subsidies for political 
deals.

ÅBreach of Fiscal 
Discipline.

Polemic survey developed by the Goverment. 
CARETAS, Dec. 2009.



II. ILLEGAL LOGGING AND THE 
FOREST ANNEX IN THE 

CONTEXT OF THE PERU - US 
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT



FOREST LAND USE PLANNING:

MILLION 
HECTAREAS 

LAND USE 

 
18 

Forest for Production (Timber, Non 

Timber, Ecotourism, Wildlife and 

Environmental Services) 

 
14 

 
National Protected Areas 

 
12 

 
Indigenous Communities Lands 

 
?? 

Informal occupation (Lack of 

Information and registration) 

?? Other Public Lands 

 



7,171,553.98 ha 

DEFORESTED 
(INRENA, 2005)

-Informal settlement

-Illegal crops of coca leaves



ILLEGAL LOGGING  IN PERU:

ÅINRENA(2008): Between 2001 - 2008 more than 60% of the
exportedwood from Peruwasillegal ςBreachof CITES

ÅTheEUrestricted the imports of woodsfrom tropical forests,

ÅIt causeseconomicallosses,andharmsthe forest resources
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Fuente: IFFS ïINRENA, 2008
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EXPORTS OF MAHOGANY (Swietenia macrophylla)

Fuente: IFFS ïINRENA, 2008

ÅINRENA(2008): 86%of the mahoganytraded in the last 7 years
wasillegal, (237,761m3, valuein US$ 273, 432millions).

ÅDecrease in natural populations ς commercial extinction,
howeverwe arestill exportingάƭŜƎŀƭƛǎŜŘέwood.



Fuente: IFFS ïINRENA, 2008

ÅINRENA estimates that 70% of exported cedar in the last  7 years 
comes from illegal sources (125, 724 m3, value in US $ 113,151, 600)

ÅIn 2007 the export of cedar increased more than 600 %  compared 
to historical records

EXPORTS OF CEDAR (Cedrela odorata)



SOCIAL:
Å±ƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ 
ÅHealth problems and poverty
ÅForced labour & exploitation

ENVIRONMENTAL:
ÅDeforestation  /  Biodiversity loss
ÅLand use change  
ÅSoil and water contamination
ÅBreaches into National Protected Areas

ECONOMICS:
ÅTax evasion
ÅaƻƴŜȅ ΨƭŀǳƴŘŜǊƛƴƎΩ 
ÅWood traffic
ÅLoss of natural resources

IMPACTS OF ILLEGAL LOGGING 



Slash & burn  

Soil and slopes 
erosion, 
landslides

Illegal logging 



Illegal Logging in:

- National Protected 
Areas

- Indigenous 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ [ŀƴŘǎ

- Public Forests



OTHER THREATS TO 
THE FORESTS:

- Traffic of valuable 
species

- Roads and energy 
infrastructure

- Oil 

- Illegal gold mining

- Money laundering


